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         CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR 

 
 
 
 
 

12th July 2019 

 

Estimate for renovation to Gig House at Hare Hill Park, Littleborough. 

 

F.A.O Ms Neela Jackson, 

Estimate for renovation work to be undertaken at The Gig House at Hare Hill Park, Littleborough as 
discussed during site visit is set out below: 

 

Demolition Work         £6,400.00 

Demolition and removal of masonry walls identified during site visit, as well as breaking up of 
existing concrete ground slab (assumed to be 150mm thickness). Approximately  15.0m³ of concrete 
floor and 6.0m³ of masonry to be demolished and removed from site. Access equipment and plant 
provided by contractor.  

 

Construction          £26,500.00 

Construct 100mm concrete floor with power floated finish with A142 incorporated with minimum 
40mm cover. Floor constructed on top of 100mm PIR insulation board on 1200 gauge visqueen on 
well compacted sub base.  

Line existing walls to a height of 2.400m, thus allowing for a clean, wipeable surface at work station 
height as well as maintaining the aesthetic of the existing structure above. Wall construction to 
consist of 50mm metal stud partition allowing a nominal cavity of 50mm between the rear of the 
existing external wall and rear of proposed partition.  50mm PIR insulation board to be 
accommodated in thickness of partition wall.  2.5/3mm plaster finish on 12.5mm plasterboard. 

Divide existing boiler room to accommodate 2 number W.Cs. 

Approximately 10.0m2 of repointing to stonework at low level to right hand corner/elevation to main 
door. Repoint using 5:1:1 sand:lime:cement mortar with  a struck finish. 

QUOTE 1



Install 5 new windows and entrance door plus cladding to existing openings, specification to be 
confirmed. 

Install fire escape door to rear elevation.  

Install 100mm of PIR insulation board between existing rafters and undercloak with 25mm PIR 
insulated 12.5mm plasterboard mechanically fixed to existing rafters. Plasterboard to be skim 
finished. Existing roof trusses to be left exposed  to remain sympathetic to the original structure. 

  

 

Plumbing and Drainage         £4,400.00 

Supply and install 2 number W.Cs and basins to existing boiler room. Provision for compact kitchen 
area for tea and coffee making facilities, location to be confirmed. Works  includes associated waste 
and drainage to discharge into existing inspection chamber to rear elevation. 

 

Electrics (provisional cost)        £4,500.00 

Provisional cost to replace outdated consumer unit and rewire to clients specification.  

Supply and install 5 number high level heating fans with a combined output of 10,000 watts. 

Supply and install lighting array and ring main, specification to be confirmed. 

 

Internal joinery          £3,800.00 

Supply and install straight flight of stairs and handrail to mezzanine floor providing access to 
proposed kiln. 

Supply and install 4 number softwood door casings. 

Supply and install approximately 30 linear metres of 144 x 22mm bullnosed MDF shelf to top of 
proposed perimeter wall to primarily seal cavity as well as to allow provision to display art work 
created by users of the facility. 

Supply and install 44mm pencil round architrave to both sides of 4 number internal door casings. 

Supply and install approximately 150 linear metres of 44mm pencil round skirting. 

Supply and install 4 number internal doors and associated furniture, specification to be confirmed. 

 

 

 



Asbestos Removal (provisional cost)       £3,000.00 

 

Surveyors reports indicates the presence of asbestos on site in various locations. 

 

Total estimate for scope of works subject to confirmation of specifications   
               £48,600.00 inclusive of V.A.T
  

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Ms Neela Jackson  
Gig House 
Hare Hill Park  
Littleborough 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Jackson 
 
Quotation for renovation works to Gig House, Hare Hill Park, Littleborough as per meeting: 
 
Demolition          £7200.00 
Demolition and removal of masonry walls identified during site visit, as well as breaking up of existing 
concrete ground slab (assumed to be 150mm thickness). Approximately  15.0m³ of concrete floor and 
6.0m³ of masonry to be demolished and removed from site. Access equipment and plant provided by 
contractor.  
Construction          £29000.00 
Construct 100mm concrete floor with power floated finish with A142 incorporated with minimum 
40mm cover. Floor constructed on top of 100mm PIR insulation board on 1200 gauge visqueen on well 
compacted sub base. Line existing walls to a height of 2.400m, thus allowing for a clean, wipeable 
surface at work-station height as well as maintaining the aesthetic of the existing structure above. Wall 
construction to consist of 50mm metal stud partition allowing a nominal cavity of 50mm between the 
rear of the existing external wall and rear of proposed partition.  50mm PIR insulation board to be 
accommodated in thickness of partition wall.  2.5/3mm plaster finish on 12.5mm plasterboard. 
Divide existing boiler room to accommodate 2 number W.Cs. Approximately 10.0m2 of repointing to 
stonework at low level to right hand corner/elevation to main door. Repoint using 5:1:1 
sand:lime:cement mortar with a struck finish. 
Install 5 new windows and entrance door plus cladding to existing openings, specification to be 
confirmed. Install fire escape door to rear elevation. 
Install 100mm of PIR insulation board between existing rafters and undercloak with 25mm PIR insulated 
12.5mm plasterboard mechanically fixed to existing rafters. Plasterboard to be skim finished. Existing 
roof trusses to be left exposed to remain sympathetic to the original structure. 
 
Plumbing and Drainage         £6000.00 
Supply and install 2 number W.Cs and basins to existing boiler room. Provision for compact kitchen area 
for tea and coffee making facilities, location to be confirmed. Works  includes associated waste and 
drainage to discharge into existing inspection chamber to rear elevation. 
 
 
 
 
 

QUOTE 2



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Ms Neela Jackson  
Gig House 
Hare Hill Park  
Littleborough 
 
 
 
 
Electrics (provisional cost)        £5500.00 
Provisional cost to replace outdated consumer unit and rewire to clients specification.  
Supply and install 5 number high level heating fans with a combined output of 10,000 watts. 
Supply and install lighting array and ring main, specification to be confirmed. 
 
Internal joinery          £4500.00 
Supply and install straight flight of stairs and handrail to mezzanine floor providing access to proposed 
kiln. 
Supply and install 4 number softwood door casings. 
Supply and install approximately 30 linear metres of 144 x 22mm bullnosed MDF shelf to top of 
proposed perimeter wall to primarily seal cavity as well as to allow provision to display art work created 
by users of the facility. 
Supply and install 44mm pencil round architrave to both sides of 4 number internal door casings. 
Supply and install approximately 150 linear metres of 44mm pencil round skirting. 
Supply and install 4 number internal doors and associated furniture, specification to be confirmed. 
 
 
 
Asbestos Removal (provisional cost)       £3,000.00 
 
Surveyors reports indicates the presence of asbestos on site in various locations. 
 
Total estimate for scope of works subject to confirmation of specifications    
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 £55200 inc VAT 



Copyright © 2018 Neela Jackson T/A The Star Tree Studio All Rights Reserved 
 

 

 

 

 

Expression of Interest 

 

The Gig House, Hare Hill Park, Littleborough 

 

 

 

 

 

Neela Jackson 

T/A The Star Tree Studio 
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This document has been written as an expression of interest in the property The Gig House, Hare Hill 

Park, Littleborough, which is currently available to let as a commercial opportunity.  

The content will inform the reader of the proposed tenant, business and planned uses for the building. 

It will demonstrate how the tenant and business will meet the requirements that Rochdale Council are 

seeking as outlined in the Estates and Asset Management Gig House Particulars. 

Information provided will focus on demonstrating how the proposed use would; benefit the 

community, improve leisure and cultural facilities, offer activities that will complement and enhance 

the park and existing facilities. All of which would be delivered by a tenant who is recognised locally as 

community driven and reliable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary 
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This expression of interest is based on the proposal to bring The Gig House back to life and utilise it to its full 

potential. The objective being to create a public studio space that provides fun, accessible art and craft 

activities, classes, workshops for children and their parents or carers and adults. 

The business making the proposal is The Star Tree Studio. The 
Studio’s mission is to help nurture play, creativity and learning for 
children and families within the local community. The Studio 
differs from other local play areas such as traditional soft play 
centres as the activities focus on discovery, inspiring imaginations, 
active learning and doing. 
 
The Studio’s activities provide a service and benefit to the local 

community and residents of Littleborough and Rochdale; children, 

young people, parents, carers, childminders, nurseries, schools, 

the local authority, community groups and voluntary 

organisations.  

In addition, the Studio also attracts families into the area from 

surrounding boroughs such as Oldham, Bury, Calderdale and 

Manchester. 

The Star Tree Studio is already a well-established business with an 

excellent reputation within the local area. It first opened its doors 

in March 2013 and currently operates from its original venue, a 

small retail premises based in Littleborough centre. 

The Star Tree Studio’s owner operator is Neela Jackson, a former Art and Design 

Lecturer who has delivered quality art and craft experiences for children for over 

seven years. Neela has a further seven years of further education teaching 

experience as well as advice and guidance for young people. This background, 

teaching skills and business experience make Neela a strong creative facilitator who 

holds the credentials to take on a project of this nature and make it a success.  

Neela is also an active well-known member of the local community. She has been a 

volunteer member of Littleborough Events and Associations Forum for several years 

and is a key committee member of the popular Littleborough Food and Drink Festival.  

 
The Star Tree Studio is often contracted to provide activities and 

workshops for other organisations such as Rochdale Metropolitan 

Borough Council, Link4Life Disability, Rochdale Carers Hub, 

Littleborough Arts Festival, Littleborough Events and Associations 

Forum, Friends of Hare Hill Park and many other local groups. 

Working with such organisations and groups means the reach of 

the Studio and its work goes beyond just children and families in 

Littleborough but all ages, across the whole borough and beyond. 

Proposed use, business and experience  

 

“We now visit regularly for its cafes, grocery shopping, gift / card shops and annual events in Littleborough and in 

Hare Hill Park. Art Stars has introduced us to a town we would otherwise have missed.” 

 

“Through Neela’s dedication, enthusiasm, inspiration and patience, I have had my eyes opened to the magic of art 

and creativity and to the benefits it has in childhood education and well-being.” 
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The Star Tree Studio is a unique venue that parents and 

children can visit and enjoy high quality organised art and 

craft experiences together. The Studio provides activities 

many parents aspire to be able to do at home but due to 

busy lives and work often don’t have the time to.  

The Studio delivers a mix of fun educational classes that 

can be pre-booked alongside ‘Pop In’ sessions where 

families have the flexibility to be able to drop in both in 

term time and school holidays. 

 

In previous years Neela has been successful in 

applying for Arts Council England funding.          

The grant received enabled heavily subsidised 

artist led workshops to be delivered for children 

and young people during school holidays at a 

minimal cost for parents. The Star Tree Studio was 

an ideal venue at the time for the workshops. The 

sessions were very popular with children and 

parents alike who are keen to see similar provision 

again in the future. 

 

 

A visit to the Studio is about broadening childhood experiences, experimenting, 

trying something new and learning creative skills. 

Many ‘stay at home’ and part time working parents like to visit with their children 

regularly as well for classes or Pop In, to build routine into their day or week. 

Activities such as the Baby Messy Play & Art Stars classes also support and enhance 

Early Years learning. 

The Studio is a social and interactive space where parents can meet and socialise, 

and children can enjoy learning and playing together creatively.  

 

“As my children have been at home with me - rather than in a nursery setting - I've also felt it's been a great place for 

them to socialise and mix with other children; and it’s been a nice opportunity for me to connect with other mums.” 

Vision and outline business plan 

“I have also always been very impressed with the range of crafts available - it feels like there's always something new 

for the kids to try - and think it offers great value for money too.” 
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The Star Tree Studio currently provides the local community with a 
range of creative, leisure, cultural, social and wellbeing benefits and 
will continue to do so on a greater scale should the opportunity to 
occupy The Gig House be granted.  

 
At present The Gig House is in a 
poor state and in need of major 
investment. Although occupied for 
the part, it has unfortunately been 
neglected over several years and 
has become unattractive compared 
to its surroundings.  
 

The Star Tree Studio having long term occupancy of the building would 
mean it is both aesthetically and practically improved.   
It would also significantly extend and enhance the existing facilities 
within Hare Hill Park and nearby, currently provided at the Library, 
Hare Hill Bowling Club, Hare Hill House, Littleborough Cricket Club and 
support events organised by Friends of Hare Hill Park, Littleborough 
Events and Associations Forum. 
 
Occupancy of The Gig House by an active family orientated business such as The Star Tree Studio could also 
assist in reducing episodes of antisocial behaviour within Hare Hill Park. Incidents of antisocial behaviour 
usually occur in areas that are underused by the rest of the community. A building that is clearly occupied, 
frequented by members of the public and well maintained may help to reduce this type of behaviour in the 
near vicinity, creating a friendlier and safer environment for all park users and residents.  
 
Given the opportunity to expand and use The Gig House for its activities, the Studio will continue to provide 
its current offer on a larger scale. It is also anticipated the space within will allow the creation of a specialist 
sensory room for babies and children with additional needs to access. This provision is not available within 
Littleborough at present for the public and such a facility would be highly valued by local families.  
 
The Studio would work in partnership with other activity providers such as music, dance or drama to enable 
the building to be used for all round creative provision. Additional ways the building could be utilised would 
be in the evenings to be available to local Guiding and Scouting groups or to voluntary groups who need a 
large meeting space. 
 
All this will increase the benefits to the community by providing for a wider audience and complementing 
existing leisure, cultural and sporting facilities. Consequently, the local borough and economy will benefit 
through attracting people in to the area to access the Studio and it’s offer. 

Details of additional benefits to the community and to the facilities in the park 
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The Star Tree Studio                  

provides and/ proposes; 

 

Benefits and Positive Outcomes 
Through the activities The Star Tree Studio provides the community 
will benefit from; 
 

 

Facilitates unique opportunities where 

families and individuals from the 

community are able enjoy fun and 

educational creative play or art and 

craft experiences together within a 

local venue.  

 

Provides a social and interactive space 

where parents can meet, socialise and 

children can play creatively 

 

Offers activities aimed at ages; 

0-5 years with a parent / carer. 

5-11 years with a parent / carer. 

11-16 years 

16+ to Adult 

 

Activities include; 

No need to book pop in and play 

sessions 

Workshops 

School Holiday Activities 

 

• A place to visit regularly to socialise with others in a similar 
situation. Many parents employed or stay at home like to get out 
with their children, to build routine into their day / week, and in 
turn avoid isolation or loneliness. 

• Opportunities for children, young people and families that 
promote overall well-being by giving them quality time together, 
encouraging them to visit and enjoy an activity they may not 
usually make time for in their busy lives. 

• A gentle alternative to soft play centres and a place to visit to 
occupy children in an educational and constructive way. The 
increasing number of grandparents with childcare 
responsibilities would be able to access activities with ease. 

• Family friendly creative and educational activities that can be 
accessed by all regardless of their income 

• The flexibility to be able to ‘pop in and play’ and the opportunity 
to attend structured and educational workshops for age groups 
1-4, 5+ term time and in school holidays 

• Convenience and flexibility to attend anytime through the week. 
This will appeal to working parents and those who cannot 
commit to booking in advance due to budget, other 
commitments etc. 

• School holiday workshops which will provide local families 
focused and constructive activities to do together during the 
school holidays when opportunities and funds can be limited, 
especially for parents with more than one child, single parents 
etc. 

• A venue that supports and extends upon local authority 
children’s centres provision and provides the same benefits. 
Research shows that there are many benefits for families who 
regularly attend children’s centres: improved mental health and 
wellbeing, better relations between parents and children, 
enhanced home learning environments and more.  

• A supportive, creative, educational environment that facilitates 
activities to boost parents’ and children’s confidence, develop 
children’s play and social skills, aiming to meet a range of needs 
and help all children fulfil their potential.  

Plans, organises and facilitates 

educational creative activities for 

children, young people and adults that 

will have long lasting impact.  

 

 

The activities and creative workshops organised also promote 
participants well-being and have a long-term impact.  
By providing opportunities to connect with others and encourage 
creative learning in a non-formal setting, participants experience 
the intellectual and emotional benefits of such activities and feel an 
increase in confidence. 
Subsequently they will hopefully be more open to these types of 
activities throughout their life and recognise how accessing creative 
activities can help improve their own mental health and well-being. 
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An interactive family attraction that 

not only serves its local community but 

attracts visitors from outside the 

Rochdale Borough.  

By offering a unique provision and attracting people into the area to 

access The Star Tree Studio’s services the local economy will see 

benefits and prosper also.  

Nearby food outlets and independent retailers could see increases 

in footfall and spending because of new visitors being attracted into 

the area. 

Through expansion of services, will aim 

to provide work experience, voluntary 

and employment opportunities for 

local unemployed people. 

The growth and expansion aspired for, subject to the appropriate 

premises, could create work opportunities for local people, such as 

work experience for young people; voluntary work and 

employment.  

A specific target group for voluntary and employment will be 

parents who have taken time out to look after children, have a gap 

in their employment history, need to enhance their curriculum vitae 

and require some support in returning to work. 

Employment opportunities for local 

artists and craftspeople will be 

created. 

Artists and craftspeople will benefit from gaining paid employment. 

They will be employed to deliver specialist sessions and workshops 

to members of the public, children, young people and adults. 

Members of the public will benefit through exposure to the artist’s 

work and tuition, discovering new ideas and having new 

experiences. 

To make ecological ‘green’ and ethical 

changes or adaptations to the 

premises.  

 

Operate in an ecologically friendly way 

that will benefit the area.  

Where appropriate reclaimed products/materials will be used for 

refit of the premises, in keeping with the nature and age of the 

building. 

Rainwater harvesting, utilising water butts to collect rain water to 

reuse, with the option to share with the park warden or 

Littleborough allotment users. 

The Studio is already known for recycling unwanted items for crafts 

with members of the public and businesses often donating paper, 

craft products, egg cartons, card tubes, fabric and such which would 

otherwise end up in landfill. Equally the Studio also passes on 

surplus materials to local schools and nurseries also.  

 To support the natural environment 

and wildlife within the area. 

Build and strengthen links with other 

organisations and projects and support 

green initiatives.  

Installing bat boxes or planting that will attract bees and birds, 

deadwood log piles for insects and link with Park Gardeners and 

Friends of Hare Hill Park on any initiatives the Studio can support. 

Run workshops that integrate the park, wildlife or green themes. 

Invite Forest School / Nature Education projects to use the Studio as 

a venue to extend their provision. 

 Help to reduce social isolation and 

promote emotional wellbeing. 

 

Providing craft sessions for all adults, that are flexible, don’t require 

booking / commitment – an open-door approach to encourage 

people in to engage and access a positive environment.  

To give local people the opportunities to explore and experience 

creative activities and meet others. 
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To determine the work required to the property, guidance has been provided by trusted contractors 

with considerable experience in barn conversions for residential use, as well as public sector, 

commercial and heritage buildings.  

At present, it is anticipated that a budget of approximately £60,000 minimum will be required to 

renovate the premises. This would be to a suitable standard that meets building regulations and 

makes it ‘fit for purpose’ for The Star Tree Studio to operate for members of the public to access 

activities from.  

The Star Tree Studio and Neela Jackson would raise the capital required and are willing to invest in the 

renovation of The Gig House. In addition, extra funds will be required to fully equip the premises with 

quality resources for the day to day operation of the Studio, this could amount to a further £10,000. 

Taking into consideration the significant capital investment required, the proposal being made is for; 

• A secure ‘peppercorn’ style lease, i.e. £100 per annum for a period of fifteen years.  

 

This takes in to account the likely timescale to secure funds, planning and renovate the property, 

during which The Star Tree Studio will need to continue to operate from its existing premises.  

 

The potential tenant would be willing to discuss terms and it is suggested should a lease be granted 

that a planned review be arranged in year twelve, providing both parties with the opportunity to 

discuss and mutually agree any extension or renewal terms. 

Work undertaken will be sensitive in design to the Park surroundings and be respectful of the history 

and heritage value of the property. Where possible such features will be retained and incorporated 

sympathetically, in line with planning department advice and guidance. Links to local organisations 

with an interest in the heritage value will also be established and fostered. 

Access and egress to the site whilst renovation work is undertaken will avoid peak times in the Park 

when there are high traffic volumes such as school pick up / drop off.  

A further matter that has been considered once The Star Tree Studio is fully operational is traffic, 

access and parking. Due to its central location customers, as they do presently, will be likely to park 

vehicles in the centre, use public transport or walk. Alternatively, if travelling from outside the area, 

the Studio will actively encourage customers to use the pay and display parking facilities at 

Littleborough Cricket Club, which in turn supports the club financially.  

Liaison with the Planning Department and more detailed information and plans regarding proposed 

renovations, will be available should The Star Tree Studio be successful in acquiring the lease for The 

Gig House. 

To conclude, this outcome would be a significant mutually beneficial agreement for both parties.  

Rochdale Borough Council would benefit by securing a reliable, long term custodian and tenant; a 

professional who is prepared to invest in improving the building to a high-quality standard as well as 

meeting the aims of the Council in terms of leisure, community, arts and culture.  

In return, The Star Tree Studio, is enabled to grow and develop as a business through this opportunity; 

gaining long term security, a much needed larger venue to operate and deliver its aims, whilst remaining 

in the local area it is committed to enhancing. 

  

Financial rental offer and proposed building plans based on the property being renovated by the tenant 
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“I first came across The Star Tree Studio a few months after it opened. I was looking for day time activities I could 

take my then 9-month-old along to and I noticed that the Studio was offering a Baby Messy Play classes. I didn’t have 

much idea about the Studio, the classes or anything else they had to offer but it was a new local business so I thought 

we’d sign up and try it out. I wasn’t necessarily attending for the creative aspect of the classes, merely for the social 

aspect ... this was my third baby and the other two had survived without such a class. Little did I know back then. 

We attended Baby Messy Play weekly, progressing to Tiny Stars, then to Art Stars. Each week saw us both covered in 

more glue, paint, gloop and glitter than you could imagine but I watched in amazement at the progress my little one 

was making ... from a baby covered in cornflour gloop, to thinking she was in heaven sat in a tub of blue jelly, to a 

toddler able to sit at a table long enough to produce a simple painting, to learning to cut with scissors so very 

carefully, to a pre-schooler producing beautiful pieces of art independently ... all surrounded by a lovely bunch of 

friends for both her and myself. I watched as her concentration improved, her motor skills improved and developed, 

her social skills developed, and her individuality grew alongside her self confidence. We were both quite sad when the 

time came to start school and my little one had ‘graduated’ from Art Stars classes. 

The Star Tree Studio wasn’t around when my eldest two children were small and as they’re at school full time, they’re 

unable to attend the weekly classes. However, the Studio offers our family so much more than just the weekly classes 

for babies and pre-schoolers. We have attended several workshops which have been specifically put together for the 

older children ... we’ve made t-shirts, sewn and stuffed little animals and learned basic sewing machine skills. We 

also visit for the Pop In sessions where we’ve made all manner of art from painting to decoupage, Hama beads to 

slime, ceramic painting to foam clay. And the grown ups aren’t forgotten either ... I myself have attended several of 

the Ladies Evenings which have been put on by the Studio. A lovely, relaxed evening in the company of other local 

ladies where we’ve made decoupage Christmas decorations, decoupage animals and been shown the techniques to 

produce a beautiful ceramic painted piece. 

We often see Star Tree Studio represented at local events too, each time sharing a craft to make and take home ... 

Littleborough Food and Drink Festival, Rushbearing Festival, Littleborough Christmas Lights Switch on, Rochdale 

Christmas Lights Switch on are just a few we’ve attended this last year. Each time the Studio stall is a hive of activity, 

popular with young and old alike. 

Five years ago when I first stumbled across The Star Tree Studio I had no idea how important it would become to our 

family. Through Neela’s dedication, enthusiasm, inspiration and patience, I have had my eyes opened to the magic of 

art and creativity and to the benefits it has in childhood education and well-being.” 

Rebekah Gumbley 

 

“The Star Tree Studio is so unique in a drenched sea of preschool classes. Firstly it is run by a skilled artist who not only 
knows and is passionate about her subject but someone who understands how little children use all their senses to 
access the world.  She incorporates all this knowledge and understanding into every session she delivers.  
 
I live in Saddleworth and have been visiting the studio weekly for about 5 years since my middle child was 2 years old. 
There is simply no other provision available that covers the same learning experiences for young children which is why 
I’m very happy to travel such a distance to the Star Tree.  
My youngest child starts school in September so sadly our preschool class days have finished but both my children 
who attended the classes still regularly visit during school holidays to ‘get crafty’  
 
Neela acknowledges that children should learn at their own speed and explore their own interests which is why as a 
parent these sessions are so valuable as there is no pressure to achieve a ‘matching end product’ it’s all about the 
process and embedding a love of creativity rather than success or failure.  
I could see this philosophy being very successful with adult SEN and elderly groups if the environment has appropriate 
accessibility.  
 
Both my children and I have very fond memories of the different classes we attended and the creative skills they can 
now employ into their school settings. We will continue to be loyal customers for years to come.” 
 
Julie Warren 

Testimonials 

https://www.facebook.com/TheStarTreeStudio/inbox/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdxlLMaAOH4VIq1lB90knglQGgZ9yzUdHbPyacfGpcNv_w%3AAdySYKSuYeW-4zPcfAFrzWzOJ6BybXZ7l9HP2q0gK8fQCw&mailbox_id=460205627360250&selected_item_id=616249315
https://www.facebook.com/TheStarTreeStudio/inbox/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdxlLMaAOH4VIq1lB90knglQGgZ9yzUdHbPyacfGpcNv_w%3AAdySYKSuYeW-4zPcfAFrzWzOJ6BybXZ7l9HP2q0gK8fQCw&mailbox_id=460205627360250&selected_item_id=616249315
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“I have been visiting Star Tree Studio on a weekly basis - with various combinations of my 3 children - ever since the 

incredible Neela first opened it; and feel so lucky to have such a wonderful resource locally. 

All of my children have benefited hugely from their experiences at their Art Stars classes. My eldest son learned the 

'art of calm', while getting to grips with art and I felt the classes really helped prepare him for the focus and 

concentration required at school.  

Meanwhile, I have no doubt that her time at Star Tree really helped my daughter, who has Down's syndrome, develop 

her fine motor skills and her concentration span. It has also fostered a love of drawing, colouring and creating - she is 

rarely without a pen and paper. My youngest son, who is not an easy to please chap, has recently declared that he 

'loves' Star Tree and can't wait to return in September. This is praise indeed! 

I have also always been very impressed with the range of crafts available - it feels like there's always something new 

for the kids to try - and think it offers great value for money too. 

The parties we've attended and hosted at Star Tree have been excellent. 

As my children have been at home with me - rather than in a nursery setting - I've also felt it's been a great place for 

them to socialise and mix with other children; and its been a nice opportunity for me to connect with other mums - 

Neela always makes everyone feel very at home and welcome.  

Finally, it's hard not to notice just how much the Star Tree has become an important part of the community - either 

with a presence at events or supporting charities with a raffle prize or two.  

I cannot recommend this place highly enough!” 

Emma Lambert 

 

“Despite not being Littleborough residents (we live in Ripponden) our children have enjoyed weekly Art Stars classes at 

the Star Tree Studio since 2016.  In that time we have found the classes to be a weekly highlight and an important 

part of their development and preparation for school, teaching not only art skills but structure and routine. Classes are 

educational, fun and (importantly) value for money. 

The classes cover key elements of the Early Years foundation stage, always using themes to which children could 

relate (such as space, dinosaurs, animals, shapes, Christmas, Easter, fireworks etc.) and we have seen our children 

develop, both creatively and in overall maturity. 

In addition to the weekly classes we have also taken part in the ever widening range of other activities; sand art, 

ceramic painting, slime making, birthday parties and of course Father Christmas in December. All of that is for the 

children but it's also welcome that Star Tree has now introduced drop in sessions for adults as well as evening 

ceramics sessions. 

These are all activities which we are unlikely to have done ourselves at home and we’re grateful for the opportunity to 

do them. But it’s also worth noting how we now regularly visit Littleborough as a result of these classes. We lived in 

Ripponden for 10 years before starting at Art Stars and had only previously driven through Littleborough. We now visit 

regularly for its cafes, grocery shopping, gift / card shops and annual events in Littleborough and in Harehill Park. Art 

Stars has introduced us to a town we would otherwise have missed. 

Neela Jackson clearly knows and enjoys her work and this is always transmitted to her customers through her passion 

and interest. It is a business which deserves every opportunity to thrive and grow, bringing something unique to the 

area which is both educational and attracts visitors like us to the town. Although our children will shortly start school 

we will still continue to enjoy Littleborough and of course everything the Studio has to offer at weekends. 

The Star Tree studio is a real gem and an asset to Littleborough.” 

Nicola and Martin Parker 
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“Our 5-year-old daughter, Emily, has been coming to The Star Tree Studio since she was 18 months old, and attended 

Art Stars classes until she started school. 

As a stay-at-home dad I often found it hard to find groups to attend with Emily that were as friendly and as 

welcoming as Art Stars is. The classes are really well structured and themed to fit with the changing seasons. They are 

fun for children and parents alike and the atmosphere is really relaxed with children being able to move as quickly or 

as slowly as they want through the activities.  

The activities Emily has taken part in at The Star Tree Studio have helped with her school work too.  In her report at 

the end of last year, she was "exceeding" in creative areas against where she was expected to be for her age group 

and I am sure that it has helped with being able to concentrate as well.  

My wife has also attended an adult’s ceramic night, which was a great opportunity to forget about work, meet new 

people and create a ceramic garden ornament.   

Now she is at school, we regularly pop in for Emily to get creative and try new things.  At community events such as 

Rushbearing, the Littleborough Food Festival and Littleborough Arts Festival, The Star Tree Studio activity is always 

Emily's first stop.” 

Ben Judge 
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Referees 

Simon France, Secretary of LEAF, Littleborough Food Festival Event Manager & Littleborough Local 

“I think Neela is the perfect person to be given the opportunity to expand within Littleborough. 

Ever since she started her own business I have always known her to work with a community focus. She often ties the 

activities in her studio with events happening in the area. Examples include making poppies for the Poppy Picnic, mini 

wreaths for the Rushbearing Festival and flags for the Food Festival. This helps to make people feel more involved in 

the community. 

She also gets involved in the events themselves and provides activities on the event day as well as contributing 

massively to the organisation of the events. Put simply, there would not be a Food Festival in Littleborough without 

Neela. 

She also understands the benefits that art and craft activities can have on wellbeing and regularly offers sessions for 

adults in the evening. 

She is the most selfless business owner I know and anything she does will be of great benefit to the community of 

Littleborough.” 

 

Councillor Ann Stott, JP, Conservative Member – Littleborough Lakeside. 

“It gives me great pleasure to support Neela in her expression of interest in Gig House with a view to expanding her 

current business, The Star Tree Studio. 

I have known Neela for a number of years, and have always found her to be sociable, polite, helpful, and enthusiastic in 

all she undertakes.  Her current well-established business serves the community of Littleborough in all age groups 

throughout the year as well as providing special holiday time activities – this ongoing success shows Neela has 

excellent business acumen which is put to good use and is aimed for the benefit of residents. 

In addition to her business interests, Neela is an active volunteer in the community, assisting with the staging of 

community events such as Littleborough Food and Drink Festival, Rushbearing Weekend, Christmas Lights Event, as 

well as assisting Hare Hill Park with the Friends activities.  All this involvement takes up hours of free time, all given 

freely by Neela. 

The objective behind the let of Gig House would give Neela extra space to expand the Studio work and would be on 

hand in the vicinity of the Park to enable Park users to take close hand advantage of her extended facilities. 

Neela is an upstanding, reliable and hardworking member of the community, and the let of Gig House to her would not 

only benefit herself, but, also the community and the Authority in making good use of surplus vacant premises.” 
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